
Regular Council Meeting 
Town of Sundre Municipal Council Chambers 

October 17, 2022 
6:00 p.m. 

1. Call to Order

2. Public Hearing: None

3. Agenda – Amendments and Adoption
3.1 October 17, 2022 Regular Council Meeting 

4. Adoption of Previous Minutes
4.1 September 26, 2022 Regular Council Meeting Pg. 
4.2 October 12, 2022 Special Council Meeting Pg. 

5. Delegation: None

6. Bylaws/Policies:
6.1 RFD Bylaw 2022-08 Disposal of Municipal Reserve Pg. 

7. Old Business: None

8. New Business
8.1 RFD Fortis Franchise Agreement Pg. 
8.2 RFD Change of Date for October 31st Regular Council Meeting Pg. 
8.3 RFD Mountain View Emergency Shelter Society, Proclamation Pg. 
8.4 RFD Council Discussion – Hospital Futures Gala Pg. 

9. Administration
9.1 RFD Ground Breaking Ceremony Pg. 
9.2 RFD Minister’s Award Pg. 

10. Municipal Area Partnership (MAP):

11. Council Committee Reports: None

12. Council Invitations / Correspondence:

12.1 Correspondence to Dashmesh Culture Centre Pg. 

13. Closed Meeting
13.1 Advice from Officials, FOIPP Act Section 24

14. Adjournment

Personal information heard in this meeting is being collected under the authority of Section 33 of the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Public meeting of the Town of Sundre, including presentations made by 
speakers, are recorded in Minutes and posted on the Town of Sundre website. If you have any questions about the 
collection of information, please contact the FOIP Coordinator at 403-638-3551 or email: townmail@sundre.com 
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Regular Council Meeting  
Minutes 

Town of Sundre Municipal Council Chambers 
September 26, 2022 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

The regular meeting of Council of the Municipality of Sundre was held in the Municipal Council Chambers on 
Monday, September 26, 2022 commencing at 6:00 p.m. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor Richard Warnock 
Councillor Connie Anderson 
Councillor Owen Petersen 
Councillor Todd Dalke (by phone) 
Councillor Jaime Marr 
Councillor Chris Vardas 

ABSENT: Councillor Paul Isaac 
Director Corporate Services, Chris Albert 

Staff: Chief Administrative Officer, Linda Nelson 
Manager Planning & Economic Development, Benazir Thaha Valencia 
Finance and Grants Coordinator, Shannon Milligan 
Administrative Support, Betty Ann Fountain 

PUBLIC There were 5 members of the public in attendance (Mrs. Cindy Orr of Sundre & 
District Allied Arts Society; Katie-Jo Munro, Katie Yalte, Josh Rozenhart, Phil Meagher 
of Sundre Bike ‘n Ski Club) and 1 member of the press. 

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m., by Mayor Warnock followed by a 
moment of reflection on the business of the evening. 

AGENDA – AMENDMENTS AND ADOPTION 

Res. 259-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Petersen that the Agenda be approved as amended as follows: 

1. Correction to 9.5 RFD Departmental Reports;
2. Supplemental to Library Departmental Report (9.5g).

CARRIED 

ADOPTION OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  

Res. 260-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Vardas that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held 
on September 12, 2022 be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 

DELEGATION: Sundre Bike ‘n Ski Club 

4.1
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Regular Council Minutes – September 26, 2022 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

Res. 261-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Dalke that the Town of Sundre Council directs administration 
work with the Bike ‘n Ski Club to find a suitable location for the pump track and bring 
that information to Fall Workshop for discussion. 

CARRIED 

BYLAWS & POLICIES: None 

OLD BUSINESS  None 

NEW BUSINESS  Fire Prevention Week Proclamation 

Res. 262-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Anderson that the Town of Sundre Council proclaim October 9 
– 15, 2022 as Fire Prevention Week, and urge all the citizens of Sundre to develop a
Family Action Plan for Home Escape Plan and to support the many public safety
activities and efforts of Sundre’s fire and emergency services.

CARRIED 

Grants to Organization Request to Amend Use of Funds 

Res. 263-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Petersen that the Town of Sundre Council grant the request to 
amend the Sundre Allied Arts Society grant funding to enable the use of the Grants to 
Organization funding to rehabilitate the Arts Centre storage facility. 

CARRIED 

ADMINISTRATION: Administrative Report – Council Open House 

Res. 264-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Petersen that the Town of Sundre Council accept the CAO’s 
report as information.  

CARRIED 

Administrative Report – Sikh Annual Motorcycle Ride 

Res. 265-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Anderson that the Town of Sundre Council accept the CAO’s 
report as information. 

CARRIED 

Res. 266-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Petersen that the Town of Sundre Council directs 
administration to contact the Dasmesh Cultural Centre to arrange a date and time 
for a visit. 

CARRIED 

Administrative Report – New Business Recognition Initiative 
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Regular Council Minutes – September 26, 2022 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

Res. 267-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Marr that the Town of Sundre Council accept the CAO’s report 
as information. 

CARRIED 

Administrative Report – Environmental Award 

Res. 268-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Vardas that the Town of Sundre Council accept the CAO’s 
report as information.  

CARRIED 

Departmental Reports 

Res. 269-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Anderson that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 
Departmental Reports for July and August 2022 as information. 

MUNICIPAL AREA PARTNERSHIP: None 

COUNCIL REPORTS: 

Res. 270-26-09-22 MOVED by CouncillorVardas that the Town of Sundre Council accept Councillor 
Marr’s reports for June, July and August 2022 as information. 

CARRIED 

COUNCIL INVITATIONS/CORRESPONDENCE: None 

Mayor Warnock excused all public members and advised that they are welcome to return to the Regular 
Council meeting at the conclusion of the closed meeting. 

Mayor Warnock called a 5 minute recess at 7:06 p.m. 

CLOSED MEETING 

Res. 271-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Vardas that Council go into closed meeting at 7:13 p.m. 

CARRIED 

Topic of Closed Meeting 

13.1 Advice from Officials, FOIPP Act Section 24 

The following were in attendance for the closed meeting session: 
Staff: Linda Nelson,CAO 

Res. 272-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Petersen that Council return to an open meeting at 7:18 p.m. 
CARRIED 

ADJOURNMENT 

3



Page 4 of 4 
Regular Council Minutes – September 26, 2022 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

Res. 273-26-09-22 MOVED by Councillor Anderson being that the agenda matters have been concluded 
the meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. 

CARRIED 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

These Minutes approved this 17th Day of October 2022. 

Mayor, Richard Warnock 

Chief Administrative Officer, Linda Nelson 
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Special Open Council Meeting Minutes 
Town of Sundre Municipal Council Chambers and Teleconferencing 

October 12, 2022 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

The special meeting of Council of the Municipality of Sundre was held in the Municipal Council 
Chambers and by Teleconferencing, on Wednesday, October 12, 2022, commencing at 12:30 p.m. 

IN ATTENDANCE Mayor Richard Warnock 
Councillor Connie Anderson 
Councillor Jaime Marr (by phone) 
Councillor Paul Isaac 
Councillor Chris Vardas 

ABSENT Councillor Owen Petersen 
Councillor Todd Dalke 

STAFF Chief Administrative Officer, Linda Nelson 
Director Corporate Services, Chris Albert 
Manager, Planning & Ec. Development, Benazir Thaha Valencia 
Manager Community Services, Sue Nelson 
Economic Development Officer, Jon Allan 
Betty Ann Fountain, Administrative Support  

PUBLIC There were 0 members of the public in attendance and 1 member of the 
press 

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 12:30 p.m. 

AGENDA SPECIAL OPEN MEETING ADOPTION 

Res. 274-12-10-22 MOVED by Councillor Anderson that the agenda be approved as 
amended. 

1. Supplemental: Pathway Lighting Project Option(s);
2. Example of “shroud” for pathway lights.

CARRIED 

4.2
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Special Open Council Meeting Minutes 
Town of Sundre Municipal Council Chambers and Teleconferencing 

October 12, 2022 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

NEW BUSINESS Lions Park Lighting Project 

Res. 275-12-10-22 MOVED by Councillor Vardas that the Council of the Town of Sundre 
approves preceding with Option # 2 total completion of Pathway 
Lighting Project, including cages, with funds not to exceed $40,354.15 
to be drawn from the Municipal New Projects Restricted Surplus 
Account. 

CARRIED 

Res. 276-12-10-22 MOVED by Councillor Isaac that being the agenda matters have been 
concluded the meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 

CARRIED 

These minutes approved this 17th day of October 2022 

Mayor, Richard Warnock 

Chief Administrative Officer, Linda Nelson 
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REPORT TO COUNCIL 

COUNCIL DATE:   October 17, 2022   

SUBJECT:   Fortis Alberta Franchise Fee for 2023 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT:   Corporate Services  

AGENDA ITEM:  8.1a 

BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL:  
Every year FortisAlberta requests every municipality that has a Franchise Agreement to respond 
in writing with their decision to either increase, decrease, or keep their franchise fee the same.  
For a change in the franchise fee to be implemented for January 1, 2023, FortisAlberta must be 
notified of the fee change by November 10, 2022.  The Town must advertise the fee change for 
two consecutive weeks.  Therefore, Council must approve any change in the franchise fee at 
the October 17, 2022 Council meeting. 

The current rate for the Town of Sundre is 10.0%.  Council, in approving the rate for 2022, 
passed the following Motion No. 270-04-10-21 

“MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council maintains the 
Fortis Alberta Franchise Fee at 10% effective January 1, 2022.” 

As per Article 5 of the Electric Distribution System Franchise Agreement, the Town of Sundre 
has the option to adjust the franchise fee percentage annually upon written notice to 
FortisAlberta.  The percentage increase must not go over the agreement’s current cap which is 
20%, as was determined by Council during negotiations of the FortisAlberta franchise 
agreement in April 2013. 

In 2013 budget discussions, during budget parameter setting, Council chose to have the 
franchise fee directly offset taxes rather than being used for specific projects and set the fee at 
5%.  The franchise fee remained the same until the September 28, 2015 Council meeting when 
Council increased the rate to 7% for the 2016 fiscal year.  The franchise fee, was further 
adjusted to 8% for the 2017 fiscal year, then to 9% for the 2018 and 2019 fiscal years, and 
finally to 10% for 2020, 2021 and 2022. 

For comparison purposes, the 2022 franchise fee for each of the five municipalities within 
Mountain View County are as follows: 

Carstairs – 10.0% effective Jan 01/15       Cremona – 10.0% effective Jan 01/16 
Didsbury -  17.00% effective Jan 01/16       Olds – 15.00% effective Jan 01/19 
Crossfield – 0.00% effective Jan 01/15  Caroline – 12.00% effective Jan 01/21 
Sundre – 10.0% effective Jan 01/20 
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DISCUSSION/OPTIONS/BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES: 
Council has the opportunity to increase, decrease or leave the fee the same as long as it does 
not exceed the 20% cap established in the franchise agreement with FortisAlberta. 

Currently, the Town is averaging approximately $20,000 per month or $240,000 for the year.  
Utilizing the Franchise Fee Calculator provided by FortisAlberta the amount of revenues raised 
for 2023, if the Franchise Fee were left unchanged, will be approximately $243,137.  One 
philosophical purpose of implementing a franchise fee would be to achieve a return on 
investment from third-party utilities for the use of municipal assets and agreements, such as 
land and right of ways.  An additional philosophy is the diversification of municipal revenue 
streams, which would thereby help reduce the required property tax burden and allow for 
revenue to be generated from entities that would be exempt from municipal property taxes. 

To assist Council in determining the impact of the franchise fee on the average residential bill 
the following estimates were developed utilizing the FortisAlberta Franchise Fee Calculator. 
Currently, the 10% 2022 Franchise Fee impacts the average bill by $7.12/month or $85.43/year 

Estimated Fee  Estimated Town Revenue   Additional Average Bill Impact 
10%       $243,137   $0.20/month or $2.40/year 
10.5%        $255,294   $0.56/month or $6.72/year 
11%       $267,451   $0.93/month or $11.16/year 
11.5%        $279,607   $1.29/month or $15.48/year 
12%       $291,764   $1.66/month or $19.92/year 

ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 
This supports Council’s strategic pillar of Sustainable & Responsible Governance 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION: 
Administration recommends Council leave the Fortis Franchise Fee at 10.00% for 2023.  Such a 
decision is estimated to have an additional $0.20/month ($2.40/year) impact on the average 
residential bill and an increase of revenue to the Town in the amount of $2,982, as a result of 
estimated increases to the Fortis rates. 

COSTS/SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
There is no cost as the Franchise Fee generates revenues for the Town. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS:   
Council can also choose to increase or decrease the FortisAlberta Franchise Fee for 2023. 

ATTACHMENTS:  
10.00% Franchise Fee Calculation 
10.00% Residential Bill Impact 
12.00% Franchise Fee Calculation 
12.00% Residential Bill Impact 
2022 Franchise Fees for All Municipalities 
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