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4.1 
Regular Council Meeting 

Minutes 
October 15, 2018 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

The regular meeting of Council of the Municipality of Sundre was held in Council Chambers in the Municipal Office 
on Monday, October 15, 2018, commencing at 6:00 p.m.  

IN ATTENDANCE  Mayor Terry Leslie 
Councillor Cheri Funke 
Councillor Charlene Preston 
Councillor Todd Dalke 
Councillor Richard Warnock 
Councillor Rob Wolfe 
Councillor Paul Isaac 

Staff: Chief Administrative Officer, L. Nelson 
Director of Planning and Economic Development, M. Marko 
Acting Director of Corporate Services, C. Albert 
Manager of Operations, J. Hall 
Manager of Community Services, S. Nelson 
Legislative Executive Assistant, C. Robey 

Public: 7  Members 
Mr. Ray Sharp, Sundre resident 
Ms. Marita Stermann, Ms. Dolores Dercach, Greenwood Neighbourhood Place 
Mr. Simon Ducatel, Sundre Round Up 

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m., with a moment of reflection on the 
business of the evening. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

AGENDA – AMENDMENTS AND ADOPTION 
Res. No. 400-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Agenda be approved, with the following 

changes: 

• Removal: 5.1 Delegation

• Replacement: 6.2 Bylaw 2018-16 Cannabis Consumption  - Schedule “A”

• Item 9.1: Ms. Tracey Polowich, Contigo Business Solutions, to join
meeting via telephone CARRIED 

ADOPTION OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  
Res. No. 401-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

Council held on October 1, 2018, be approved as presented.    CARRIED 
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_____ 
 

_____ 
Initials 

DELEGATION   
    Mr. Ray Sharp  
Res. No. 402-18-10-15  MOVED by Councillor Dalke that the Town of Sundre Council accept the verbal 
    presentation from Mr. Sharp, as information.    CARRIED 
     

    Greenwood Neighbourhood Place  
Res. No. 403-18-10-15  MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 
    presentation from Greenwood Neighbourhood Place, as information.    
            CARRIED 
BYLAWS   
    Bylaw 2018-15 Debenture Borrowing Bylaw 
Res. No. 404-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that the Town of Sundre Council give Second 

Reading of Bylaw 2018-15, being a Bylaw authorizing the Council of the Town 
of Sundre to incur indebtedness by the issuance of a debenture in the 
amount of $1,483,000 for the purpose of Main Avenue West Upgrade.  

   Voted For: Mayor Leslie, Councillors: Funke, Preston, Wolfe, Warnock, Isaac. 
Voted Against: Councillor Dalke     CARRIED 

 
Res. No. 405-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council give Third 

and Final Reading of Bylaw 2018-15, being a Bylaw authorizing the Council of 
the Town of Sundre to incur indebtedness by the issuance of a debenture in 
the amount of $1,483,000 for the purpose of Main Avenue West Upgrade. 
 Voted For: Mayor Leslie, Councillors: Funke, Preston, Wolfe, Warnock, Isaac.  

    Voted Against: Councillor Dalke     CARRIED 
 
Res. No. 406-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council approve and 

authorize for signature, the Application to Sell Debentures to Alberta Capital 
Finance Authority dated November 14, 2018, in the amount of $1,483,000 for 
the purpose of Main Avenue Upgrade.  

   Voted For: Mayor Leslie, Councillors: Funke, Preston, Wolfe, Warnock, Isaac. 
   Voted Against: Councillor Dalke     CARRIED 
 

    Bylaw 2018-16 Cannabis Consumption Bylaw 
Res. No. 407-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council give First 

Reading to Bylaw 2018-16, “Cannabis Consumption Bylaw”, being a Bylaw for 
the purpose of restricting the consumption of cannabis within the corporate 
boundaries of the Town of Sundre.    CARRIED 

 
Res. No. 408-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council give Second 

Reading to Bylaw 2018-16, “Cannabis Consumption Bylaw”, being a Bylaw for 
the purpose of restricting the consumption of cannabis within the corporate 
boundaries of the Town of Sundre.     CARRIED 

 
Res. No. 409-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that the Town of Sundre Council gives 

Unanimous Consent for Third and Final Reading to Bylaw 2018-16, “Cannabis 
Consumption  Bylaw”, being a Bylaw for the purpose of restricting the 
consumption of cannabis within the corporate boundaries of the  
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_____ 
 

_____ 
Initials 

   Town of Sundre.       CARRIED
     

Res. No. 410-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council gives Third and 
Final Reading to Bylaw 2018-16, “Cannabis Consumption Bylaw”, being a 
Bylaw for the purpose of restricting the consumption of cannabis within the 
corporate boundaries of the Town of Sundre.    CARRIED 

 
 Mayor Leslie called a Recess at 6:58 p.m. 
 

 Council Meeting resumed at 7:08 p.m. 
 
 Bylaw 2018-17 Intermunicipal Subdivision and Development Appeal  
 Board Bylaw 

Res. No. 411-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Preston that the Town of Sundre Council give First 
Reading to Bylaw 2018-17, “Intermunicipal Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board Bylaw”, being a Bylaw to establish an Intermunicipal 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board.    CARRIED 

 
Res. No. 412-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that the Town of Sundre Council give Second 

Reading to Bylaw 2018-17, “Intermunicipal Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board Bylaw”, being a Bylaw to eatablish an Intermunicipal 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board.    CARRIED 

 
Res. No. 413-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council gives 

Unanimous Consent for Third and Final Reading to Bylaw 2018-17, 
“Intermunicipal Subdivision and Development Appeal Board Bylaw”, being a 
Bylaw to establish an Intermunicipal Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board.         CARRIED 

 
Res. No. 414-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Dalke that the Town of Sundre Council gives Third and 

Final Reading to Bylaw 2018-17, “Intermunicipal Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board Bylaw”, being a Bylaw to establish an 
Intermunicipal Subdivision and Development Appeal Board.  CARRIED 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS   
    RFD Fleet Services - Sander System Purchase 
    Motion to Table – Councillor Wolfe. 

 
RFD FortisAlberta Franchise Fee 

Res. No. 415-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council sets the 
FortisAlberta Franchise Fee to 9% effective January 1, 2019, with the first 
6.00% allocated to offset 2019 municipal taxes and the remaining 3.00% 
allocated to the Infrastructure Restricted Surplus. 

 Voted For: Councillors: Funke, Dalke, Preston, Wolfe, Isaac.  
 Voted Against: Mayor Leslie, Councillor Warnock.    CARRIED 
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_____ 
 

_____ 
Initials 

RFD Main Avenue Water Looping expanded scope 
Res. No. 416-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council approves the 

initiative to complete the additional servicing work during the Main Avenye 
Phase 1 Project.        CARRIED 

 
RFD Intermunicipal Subdivision and Development Appeal Board Agreement 

Res. No. 417-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Preston that the Town of Sundre Council approve the 
Didsbury, Carstairs, Cremona and Sundre Intermunicipal Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board Agreement and that the Mayor and CAO be 
authorized to sign the Agreement on behalf of the Town of Sundre.  

            CARRIED 
ADMINISTRATION 
    RFD Restricted Surplus Account Policy (B-023-00 POL) 
Res. No. 418-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 

Restricted Surplus Account Policy (B-023-00 POL) for information.  
        CARRIED 

    Councillor Isaac left the meeting at 7:44 p.m. 
 

    Councillor Isaac returned to the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 

    Mayor Leslie called a Recess at 8:03 p.m. 
 

    Council Meeting resumed at 8:08 p.m. 
 
    RFD Verbal Report on Status of Tax Sale 
Res. No. 419-18-10-15 MOVED by the Councillor Preston that the Town of Sundre Council accept 

the verbal report from Mr. C. Albert, Acting Director of Corporate Services, 
concerning the status of the tax sale, as information.    CARRIED 

 
NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
MUNICIPAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS  

1. July/August/September 2018 Report to Council, Councillor Warnock 

2. September 2018 Report to Council, Deputy Mayor Funke 
 
Res. No. 420-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Funke to accept Councillor Warnock’s Council Report, 

as information.        CARRIED  
 
Res. No. 421-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe to accept Deputy Mayor Funke’s Council Report, 

as information.        CARRIED 
 
INQUIRIES BETWEEN COUNCILLORS OR TO ADMINISTRATION 
 
COUNCIL INVITATIONS / CORRESPONDENCE 
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_____ 
 

_____ 
Initials 

1. Mountain View Seniors’ Housing, “Key Messages,” and Draft Financial 
Statement 

2. Alberta Municipal Affairs, MSI 2017 Certification Summary Report 
3. Sundre Coordinated Community Repsonse, Letter to CAO 

 
Res. No. 422-18-10-15   MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 

correspondence received from Mountain View Seniors’ Housing concerning 
“Key Messages,” and Draft Financial Statement, as information.  CARRIED                                                                        

 
Res. No. 423-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Preston that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 

correspondence received from Alberta Municipal Affairs concerning MSI 2017 
Certification Summary Report, as information.                                  CARRIED 

 
Res. No. 424-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 

correspondence received from Sundre Coordinated Community Response, as 
information, and supports this item to be included for Council’s consideration 
of an appointment of a Council Member to the committee during the 
Organizational Meeting.                                                                           CARRIED 

 
IN CAMERA – Notice to Public  

 
 Mayor Leslie excused all public members at 8:15 p.m., and advised that they 

are welcome to wait in the lobby to rejoin the council meeting after the In-
Camera session concludes. 

 
 The following were in attendance for the In-Camera session: 
 Staff: Ms. Linda Nelson, CAO 
            Mr. J. Hall, Operations Manager, in attendance for Item 16.1 
  Mr. C. Albert, Acting Director of Corporate Services, in attendance for             
                                                                      for Item 16.2 and 16.3 
  Public: No Members 
   
 Res. No. 425-18-10-15  MOVED by Councillor Warnock that Council go into In-Camera at 8:17 p.m.  
                                                                                                                      CARRIED 
IN CAMERA 

     
Topic of In Camera:                       Advice from Officials – FOIPP Section 24 
   Advice from Officials – FOIPP Section 24 
                               Disclosure Harmful to Intergovernmental Relations – FOIPP Section 21 
   Confidential Evaluations – FOIPP Section 19 
   Local Public Body Confidences – FOIPP Section 23 
                                               
Res. No. 426-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Isaac that Council return to open meeting at  
 10:10  p.m.                                                                                                 CARRIED                                                                                            

 
 Mayor Leslie directed Administration to invite any public members in the 

lobby to rejoin the meeting. 
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_____ 
 

_____ 
Initials 

ADJOURNMENT 
Res. No. 427-18-10-15 MOVED by Councillor Warnock being that the Agenda matters have been 

concluded the meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.    CARRIED 
 
       
 
 
 
 
      These Minutes approved this 22nd day of October, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Mayor 
  
 
 
 
 ____________________________________ 
 Chief Administrative Officer 
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COUNCIL DATE: October 22, 2018  

SUBJECT:  Sundre Coordinated Community Response 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT:  Legislative Services  

AGENDA ITEM: 5.1 

BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL:    

Council to welcome Ms. Shoshannah Brechtel, Project Coordinator. 
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COUNCIL DATE: October 22, 2018 

SUBJECT:  Hope 4 MVC Kids Society 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT:  Legislative Services 

AGENDA ITEM: 5.2 

BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL:    

Council to welcome Ms. Lisa Nicholson, Founder of Hope 4 MVC Kids Society. 
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Town of 
Sundre

Presentation
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Who are we? Why do we do what we 
do?
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Hope 4 MVC Kids Society is a non-profit society formed in November 
of 2013. It is ran by volunteers non of which get paid for there roles. There are 9 board 

members. It was founded by Lisa Nicholson and co- founded by Suzanne Young. Lisa Nicholson 
has four children. One of her daughters has a chronic medical condition, that required 

prolonged hospitalisations and medical interventions/supports and another daughter has non 
verbal low functioning autism and global development delay. Lisa also worked with children 
with disabilities for many years. She found a great need for support’s for families and found 

limited resources in our local area. In 2010 it was recommended from a medical professional 
that her daughter Hope needed a therapy pool. The local community helped raise $15,000 of 

the $20,000 needed. Lisa wanted to pay this support forward but also wanted to ensure 
families had somewhere to go locally. So ‘Hope 4 MVC Kids Society’ was born from this. The 
majority of the board members have personal or professional experience from children with 
medical challenges. This organisation is ran on drive, determination, love  and hope for local 

children and families to get the supports they need when they need them most.
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Mission and 
Vision

Mission

Our Mission is based on a foundation of compassion. 
We strive to ‘pay it forward’ by providing support to 
those families with children in medical need across 

‘Mountain View County’.

Vision

Supporting families with children in medical need.
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How do we help local families with 
children in medical need?

50



Hope 4 MVC Kids Society provides assistance to families in 
Mountain View County in the following ways:

1)If the child in medical need is hospitalized for anything on our list of supported illness they can apply to us for financial 
support to help with these things parking, meals, fuel, utilities, groceries, accommodation (mortgage/rent agreement 
copies needed) and sibling care. Supporting documentation from a medical professional needed to confirm diagnosis. 

If the child needs adaptive equipment for home or school not covered by other sources we can financially assist with that. 
With supporting documentation from a medical professional.

2)If the child requires therapy such as counselling, private o/t, p/t, mental health needs, alternative therapy not covered by 
health insurance or other sources we can financially help with those costs. With supporting documentation from a medical 

professional.
3)Help and support during the families crisis - we have personal knowledge of where to go for help and have some great 

local and city based resources should they chose to ask.

We do not assess financial need. We do assess based on our criteria how much we can help a family. 

51



What is the eligibility and selection 
criteria for families?
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Hope 4 MVC Kids Society covers all families with children in Mountain View 
County aged 0-18 (chronological age not development age), when the child has a medical 
diagnosis from a certified medical practitioner. This could be in the form of a doctor, 
physiotherapist, psychologist, Occupational therapist, School Outreach worker consented 
by parent to disclose. For equipment a certified current letter or prescription is required 
along with quotes by 2 sources. The Families must reside within the boundary of Mountain 
View County. See map. 
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The types of illness ‘Hope 4 MVC Kids 
Society Supports? 
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Some of the conditions we support are?
Pulmonary Disorders, Development Disorders, Diabetes, Ear Nose and Throat diagnosis, 
Gynecological diagnosis, Surgical Intervention, Hematology, Loss of Hearing, Neurology, 

Nephrology, Neuromotor Disorder, Neuromuscular disorders, Psychology, Perinatal, Plastic 
surgery, Infectious Diseases, Epilepsy, Rheumatology, Sleep disorders, Urological disorders, 

Vision problems, Dental, Chronic pain diagnosis, Urological Disorders, Orthopedic diagnosis, 
Behavioral diagnosis, Hair loss, Emotional Disturbance, Dermatological diagnosis, Learning 
Disabilities, Genetic Disorders, Blood Disorders, Cleft Palate, Endocrine, Oncology, Organ 

transplant, Cardiology, Gastrointestinal disorders, Virus, Autism, Metabolic Disorders, 
Aids/HIV, Eating disorders, Physical disabilities, ADHD/ADD, Acute medical crisis where 

medical intervention is imminent ie appendicitis, car accident.
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The types of equipment we support? 
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Hope 4 MVC Kids Society will only help with 
funding for equipment with a diagnosis and 

recommendation for equipment, from a recognized 
medical professional. How much we will fund 

towards that is dependent on monies available, 
other applications and our policy on maximum 

amounts.

57



How we distribute the funds and 
equipment to families?
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Item How funds paid

Car Parking Fees Directly purchase hospital pass or 

pre-paid credit card

Meals Pre paid credit cards 

Accommodation Costs – Hotels, RMH Paid directly to accommodation 

provider

Rent/Mortgage Paid directly to mortgage provider

Sibling Care Paid directly to childcare provider

Fuel Pre-paid gas card

Groceries/Meals Pre-paid credit/grocery cards

Medical Bills Paid directly to provider of service

Equipment. Home or School Paid directly to equipment provider

Therapy Paid directly to therapy provider

Prescription Drugs Payable to pharmacy or pharmacy gift 

card

Surgeries outside Canada Payable directly to provider.

Utilities Payable to Utility provider

59



60



Our Families of Hope

61



Holloway Family
Meet 2 year old Lachlan from 
Carstairs
A Happy, fun loving cleaver and sometimes down right cranky 2 year old boy. 

He loves gymnastics and playing with his two older brothers, Parker who is 5 

and Nolan who is 4. They are fantastic big brothers.

Nolan also has a little something special called Down Syndrome he keeps us 

on our toes even more! Sounds like a typical crazy family of 5 right?

The difference is that Lachlan has a Choroidal Fissure Cyst on the left side of 

his brain. What is that and what does it mean? It is a non cancerous cyst filled 

with spinal fluid, Usually they are found incidentally and no treatment is offered 

for these as they are usually small and do not grow. They are also in a tougher 

location to access.

Lachlan's was found while having a scan for a different issue at 3 months old. 

We were then sent to the Neurology clinic at Alberta Children's Hospital. He had 

an MRI and it was decided that he would be followed there to watch and see 

what happened. What happened next would lead to MRI'S ever 6 months to 

watch this growing cyst.

Lachlan's cyst has been growing since it was found and is now quiet large 

pushing most of his memory structure out of the way. The Neurologist thinks 

that taking this out is the best way to prevent memory damage. If it has or 

would cause damage it would be to his memory and he would not be able to 

retrieve long term memory.

He cannot be IQ memory tested until he is around 6-8, until then we will not 

know if he has memory damage, so far he seems pretty darn smart! All we can 

do is try and prevent damage. He will be having his surgery Nov 19th and we 

are all hoping everything goes as planned.

Thanks for reading! If you can please help this wonderful charity of 

hope4mvckids. Sometimes we all need help, whether its a little or a lot!
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Quintana Solis 
Family

Meet 3 year old Benjamin from 
Didsbury.
The Quintana Solis family lives in Didsbury, originally from Mexico.  They 

have 2 daughters and 2 sons.

Their youngest Benjamin was born with Achondroplasia.  Achondroplasia 

is a genetic form of dwarfism due to a problem of bone growth and 

development.  Achondroplasia is a common form of dwarfism of short 

stature and happens in 1 / 30,000 births.  Many people erroneously 

assume that individuals and Achondroplasia have limited abilities.  It is very 

important to increase awareness with educational programs and to take 

proactive steps to foster self-esteem in children with Achondroplasia.

Hope4mvckids provided Benjamin with a specialized toilet seat for 

home and school.  We also provided a stool so he can reach the 

toilet.  Lastly we provided a faucet adaption equipment with an 

extender so Benjamin is able to use the faucet for drinks.
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McCullough Family

Meet 10 year old Jonah from Sundre.
Diagnosed with mixed spastic dystonic cerebral palsy, 
hope4mvckids provided a new walk in shower to make 
bathing Jonah easier for his family.
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Bond Family
We would like to thank Hope 4 Mountain View County Kids for financial and 

emotional support during our daughters hospitalization.

Sophie Lynn was born with a rare tumor inside her heart. She lived in the 

Stollery Children's Hospital for the first 5 weeks of her life. She underwent 2 

open-heart surgeries during this time to try to remove as much of the tumor 

as they could. Then she was just monitored as she healed. During this 

time we received prepaid MasterCard's and fuel cards from Hope 4 

Mountain View County Kids to assist with cost of living. Our stay at the 

Ronald McDonald House was also paid for during this time.

Sophie was stable enough to come home with us for a brief 4 weeks, being 

monitored weekly at the Children's Hospital in Calgary. Then on the 25th it 

was discovered that part of the tumor that was left in her heart broke off 

and parts were stuck in the artery blocking blood flow to her lungs. She 

was flown to Edmonton on STARS and underwent 4 more surgeries in the 

next 2 weeks before passing away in our arms. 

We appreciate everything that was done for us during this very difficult 

time. It was a blessing to know some of the bills we incurred while in 

Edmonton were being covered. (Food, fuel, and housing)
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Brooks Family

Meet 1 year old Willow 
from Carstairs ………
Willow has kidney reflux and has an 
extra tube to her left Kidney. We 
assisted this family with car parking, 
meals and gas. We also assisted with 
prescription costs.
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Johnston Family

Meet 6month old Micalah
from Olds…..

‘Our daughter was born early at 30 
weeks. We spent eight weeks in the 

NICU. It was great to hear about the 
Hope 4 Mountain View County Kids 

Society & find out how much they do for 
families in the area. They gave us a lot of 
help & support during our difficult time'
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River 

Meet 5 month old 
River from Olds………
Born at 24 weeks gestation River 
spent 156 days in hospital. We 
supported the family by helping with 
gas, car parking, accommodation 
costs and household bills. River is 
finally home.
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Meet the Sew Family

Meet 3 year old Nathan 
from Olds…….
Nathan was diagnosed at 14 months old 
with neuroblastoma (a tumour located in 
his lower abdomen) and OMS a very rare 

autoimmune disorder. Then in 2016 his 
tumour returned. We have been 

supporting the family with gas and 
grocery’s. We are also assisting with his 

medical costs as not covered under AHS.

69



How do we become aware of local families 
needing ‘Hope’ 
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Hope 4 MVC Kids Society has done the following to reach out to 
families:

Created our website www.hope4mvckids.org
Created our Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=235088373318474 - which has been advertised 

on many local sites on Facebook within Mountain View County such as Carstairs swop and buy etc
Featured our organisation on CKFM radio in Olds, Alberta

Featured on Global news Calgary

Held two events of our own. 2014 in Carstairs and 2015 in Olds. Then featured at Spring fling and Art Battle in Olds 2016.

Distributed our leaflets to the following; Local schools within Mountain View County, FSCD centres, Parent link Groups, 
Ronald Macdonald House, Brownies/Sparks/cubs, Public health centres, Town offices within the County, Alberta 

Children’s hospital Resource centre, Churches, PCN, Libraries, Parent link Centres

Sold Bracelets with logo on at Schools

Met with Chinooks Edge School Division Student Services Co-ordinator re distributing our info and the need for this type 
of organisation.

Presented to Town Council and Mountain View County open house. Presented to community groups and attended 
community events. 

Families can call 403  507  2299  for information open 24 hrs, 7 days a week.
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Hope 4 MVC Kids Society would like to thank 
you for learning about our local service group. 
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12.1

Mayor’s Report to Council – September/October 2018 

Wednesday September 12, 2018 – Sundre Hospital Futures Committee and Community Meeting with 

Alberta Health Services local and Central Zone representatives – Sundre Hospital Board Room – 1:30 – 

3:00 – 15 people attended 

There was a review of the last community meeting on April 18, 2018. Statistics have been presented 

regarding the Sundre Hospital at the previous meeting and at this meeting. The intent is to have ongoing 

open dialog regarding the issues in the community and Alberta Health Services (AHS) 

The Hospital Futures Committee outlined thanks for the work done by AHS in using flex beds and 

restorative care beds to capacity to keep local people here in the community wherever possible. We 

would like to build on our history of having remarkable staff, a hospital with a proud heritage, and want 

to work with AHS toward building a new “health campus” (hospital) that will meet the needs of our 

growing community in the future. 

Tuesday, September 18, 2018 – As co-chair of the Red Deer River Municipal Users Group, I was asked to 

participate in a presentation to Red Deer City Council. The history of the Users Group was outlined, the 

current project focussing on Source Water Protection was explained, and Red Deer City Council was 

commended and thanked for their ongoing support, both financial, and technical support staff, because 

their leadership and ongoing support benefits all municipalities on the watershed, and over 300,000 

users of Red Deer River water. 

Thursday September 20, 2018 – Red Deer River Municipal Users Group Meeting – Drumheller – 10:30 – 

12:00 – Executive Meeting and 1:00 – 3:30 Regular Meeting with the following speakers: 

1) Dr. Uldis Silins – University of Alberta – Co-Principal Investigator, Natural Sciences and

Engineering Research Council of Canada – “Network for Forested Drinking Water Source

Protection Technologies” Presentation.

Our drinking water for the most part, comes from the eastern slopes of the Rockies. There are 94 water 

utilities that serve about 2/3 of Alberta’s population. Source water protection is critical and it is a very 

old term used by water utilities. The history of water utilities outside Alberta saw them buying up land, 

taking jurisdictional control, and even putting up razor wire fences (as in Victoria) to protect source 

water for drinking. In Alberta municipalities do not have the ability to “buy up” land to protect source 

water. We take a much more broad approach and want to protect “all” lands that are our source water. 

How does wildfire, or flood, or climate change affect source water? Recent before and after studies in 

areas affected by these severe disturbance events have given us a much better idea about how 

upstream events affect downstream users. What are increased costs to infrastructure downstream?  

Studies before and after forest harvest have also been done to determine those effects on water. The 

effects of weather and climate events compared with forest harvest areas have given “water scientists” 

a much more common language when examining “source to tap” effects. This research is used world 

wide to inform us about changes in snowpacks that will change “when” snow melt affects downstream 

users. Typically you would see 10-15% change in burn areas which means you would see more snowmelt 

earlier, when you don’t need it, and a lot less snow melt later, when you do need it. There is an increase 

of 10-30% increase in sediment after fire. High sediment loads provide high phosphorus levels (nutrient 
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poor) for up to a decade later. When we have a chemical issue in a water treatment plant, we treat 

within hours – but the effects to source water after a wildfire last between 5-10 years. Every wildfire and 

flood, there are long lasting effects (eg streams soaked with algae – insect abundance – stream fish 

growth increases 5 years after a fire). Fires also produce source water turbidity and carbon which means 

water treatment plants must remove it – at a higher cost. After the Fort McMurray fire, the cost to treat 

water rose by $500,000 the next year, and continues to remain inflated. Source water protection, 

without wildfire on source water flows, will allow us to keep drinking water production costs consistent. 

It is a myth to say that forestry affects source water.  There are no effects that have been found that 

would indicate current forestry practices have any effect on source water flow, or sediment increases to 

source water.  Studies from the 1960’s, with old forestry practices of the day, did demonstrate source 

water effects, but those forestry practices have died – and forestry does not affect source water flow or 

create increased sedimentation. There have not been studies of the effects of the oil and gas industry on 

source water protection. 

More land has burned in BC in the last 2 years than in the previous 25 years. There is more fuel on the 

landscape now than ever before. In the last 20 years the conditions for massive fires in western North 

America. Fuels are drier for longer periods of time. Fires lately are not “actionable”. We can’t “fight” 

them, we can only evacuate. Forest management is a tool that may be used in mitigation. Harvesting is a 

much better option than the devastation caused by catastrophic wildfire events. It is interesting that in 

the headwaters of the eastern slopes, water temperature is geologically controlled. Water wells up from 

deep geological aquifers, arriving at the surface at 3 degrees Celsius. Wildfire, riparian buffers, 

harvesting and other factors have very little effect on water temperature until you get more into the 

foothills. 

2) Tom Daniels – Sundre Forest Products – Forest Management 

A cut block eventually becomes a forest. 25 years after a fire or a harvest, a piece of land is a forest 

again. Having an old forest is not good for a forest. Deforestation is when you take an area of forest and 

turn it into agriculture. “Reforestation” is what a harvest promotes. A forest ecosystem must have a 

balance of old and new to be environmentally sensitive to all. The unregulated atv and 4x4 users, 

development, and naturally eroding slopes have an impact on water turbidity, not just forestry as the 

cause of all the sediment in the river. Fire has been happening on the landscape for thousands of years. 

Kananaskis is only an 80 year old forest that was replanted after a harvest a wildfire. There is a debate 

about buffers and whether they are a naturally healthy ecosystem treatment. Fish biologists are asking 

forestry people to log trees to fall into streams to make better habitat for fish. 70% of the pine forest is 

gone because of the pine beetle. Much of the recent fires in BC were dead forest from pine beetle 

infestation. Jasper National Park is infested with the Mountain Pine Beetle. Since 2007 Sundre Forest 

Products has been tracking the infestation of the beetle and it is now in their management area.  Pine 

trees will be devastated. When you selectively cut rather than clear cut, you promote a forest of uneven 

aged trees.  The best practice is to have forests of same aged trees, because that is the natural cycle in a 

forest – wildfire, followed by new growth of all same aged trees. 2 years after harvest, must have 

planting, 8 years after, there must be density, 14 years after harvest, there must be complex young 

forest. Forestry access roads have to be reclaimed, spawning areas are protected, minimizing stream 

crossing impacts, road planning for short and long term use, working with the oil and gas industry, 

recreation users, access control, spending the time and energy necessary for erosion control, bridge 
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construction and control, cattle damage mitigation, feral horse mitigation, and reclaiming are all issues 

addressed in modern forestry practices. There are government audits on a daily and monthly audits.  

Bringing in guest speakers to inform member municipalities is intended to improve all Councils on the 

issues and facts around water use in all our communities. 

Monday, September 24, 2018 – I attended a meeting with Dr. Verna Yiu (CAO of Alberta Health 

Services) in Edmonton with representatives from the Hospital Futures Committee, and our MLA Jason 

Nixon. The purpose was to review the last 2.5 years of community collaboration with AHS after the AHS 

announcement to close 15 long term beds at the Sundre Hospital 2.5 years ago. All participants outlined 

their support for the successful “Sundre Model” of community engagement that has seen the hospital 

receive assurances to keep 5 long term care beds, restorative beds, a renovated lab, and use of 

expanded emergency beds. AHS officials were invited to the Hospital Futures Gala November 10th and 

informed that the community would be making some bold announcements at the Gala. The Committee 

is very grateful for the leadership work of our MLA, Jason Nixon. 

Tuesday, September 25 through Friday September 28, 2018 – attended Alberta Urban Municipalities 

Association conference in Red Deer. Presented a Sundre resolution to allow taxation of cannabis 

production facilities within urban municipalities which received overwhelming support. We also met 

with Alberta Transportation officials seeking clarification of the process for the future of the round a 

bouts becoming permanent. There was some discussion about the “overlay paving” upgrade to highway 

21/27 through Sundre and the wish of the staff and Council to coordinate replacement of underground 

services at the same time as the paving. Ongoing discussion about coordinating were promised. 

Wednesday, October 3, 2018 – spent the day with a videographer, touring Sundre as he will be 

developing a video for the Hospital Futures Committee to be unveiled at the Hospital Futures Gala 

November 10th. 

Wednesday, October 10, 2018 – I attended the Sundre Ministerial Association meeting and got to listen 

to a presentation about the Mountain View Emergency Shelter Society by the Coordinator of Outreach 

Services, Sharman Baldry. There is a need for emergency spaces for victims of family violence in the 

Sundre area. There are spaces in Rocky Mountain House, but most victims prefer to stay in their own 

home communities so school disruptions for children can be minimized. There was a suggestion to talk 

with Mountain View Seniors Housing officials to see if there might be a possibility of using part of 

Foothills Lodge for emergency shelter purposes. The members asked if Council would be interested in 

another lunch meeting to share information. There was a discussion about hosting a “Mayor’s Prayer 

Breakfast” and what that might look like.  There will be an outline coming forward soon with some 

ideas. 

Monday, October 15, 2018 – attended Mountain View Regional Waste Management Commission 

Finance Committee meeting in Didsbury – There has been a new CAO hired by the Commission. His 

name is Michael Wuetherick. He has done an extensive financial review of the Commission and wanted 

to have the Finance Committee review his work so far, so that he might continue on with preparation to 

present to the regular meeting of the Waste Commission October 22. The Commission with then decide 

about a presentation to all Councils. 

Respectfully submitted by Terry Leslie, Mayor  
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